Background
Ethics in public health is rightfully receiving more and more attention. However, the development of the field of 'Public Health Ethics ' has not yet been well explored. Collaboration is required between experts and stakeholders from philosophical ethics and public health practice. This also means that concepts and ideas need to be explained, translated and perhaps justified. Methods A model of 'translational ethics' was developed explaining how different researchers -in the field of philosophy and public health -and policy makers/practitioners communicate about ethical norms and values. In a series of interviews with experts from philosophy and medical ethics, we explored this model of 'translational ethics' further. Results Exploring how ethical norms and values are founded, explained, specified and 'applied' in different contexts helps to understand how ethics can influence public health practice. Conversely, exploring moral issues in practice can help to refine ethical theories. One must not assume that actors in either of the contexts (e.g. philosophers in the ivory tower or public health practitioners) know the 'ethical truths' better. Translating knowledge about normative concepts is and has to be a discursive process among stakeholders in the field of public health ethics. Conclusions Giving attention to the fact that public health is a normative enterprise calls for ethical deliberation. Ethical deliberation can and should take place in different contexts and with different stakeholders. Conceiving the communication among them and using ideas of 'translation' can help to facilitate the justification process of public health practice.
Key messages:
Public Health practice is a normative enterprise that needs explicit reflection and justification Translating norms and values between philosophical and practical discourses and contexts can improve communication and collaboration with regard to public health ethics
